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Three-centered,:reinforced concrete arch with granite veneer and stone parapet walls; one s~an.

'The White River Bridge, completed in 1929 by contractor'John D. Tobin of Portland, Oregon, 'consists of a single span
concrete arch with a granite facing 'and measures 60 feet in length. Contractor Tobin began work in August 1928 and
by November Park Superintendent O. A. Tomlinson reported that'~he concrete construction was fully completed along
with seventy per cent of the granite masonry work. The two lane bridge with stone parapet walls ,and a bridle path
four feet in width, opened for"traffic'during the'1929 season.

The first road approaching Mount Rainier from the.east was constructed by the Mount Rainier Mining Company. Holders
of a claim at Glacier Basin, the mining company developed the road in 1914 following an existing trail along the north
side of the White River. Park Superintendent Reaburn described the road in 1916 as being 12 feet wide between the
ditches and that a portion of it had been resurfaced. Two years later the State of Washington undertook the construction
of a highway through the Cascades via the White River valley. By 1918 twenty nine miles of road between Enumclaw and
the park boundary were complete. In 1920 the National Park Service, anticipating increased visitor traffic, improved
a three mile section of the old'mining road (running from the present White River Bridge to the Public Auto Camp.)• 14. CONDITION OEIlCELlENT 0000 Dr ...m OOETERIORATEO 15. OANQER OF OEt.4DLlTlON'l DVES
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'8. SIGNIFICANCE .In 1924 Superintendent Tomlinson reported the need for fu~ther road improvements··to accommodate the increasing traffic.
The growing popularity of the park's east side led to the development of Yakima Park ,(Sunrise) between 1924-29. Con-
struction of the fourteen-mile Yakima Park Road began in 1927. The White River Bridge was part of the new roadway.

The" Bur'eauuofol'ubL'LcRoads, admtrrts oerIng the'bids for park road and bridge construction, awarded J. D. Tobin the contract
for the White River Bridge. Previously Tobin had built the Christine Falls and Narada Falls Bridges ,(see other entries.)
The NPS Western Division, Branch of Plans and Design designed the rustic elements for all three bridges. Associate
Landscape Architect Earnest A. Davidson supervised the cutting and placing of the stone.' ,The bridge is presently in
good condition retaining most of its original appearance.



U. PHOTOS AND SKETCH MAP Of LOCATION

16. SIGNIFICANCE
The White River Bridge, associated with the early development of Yakima Park (Sunrise), is additionally an outstanding
example of rustic architecture. Native granite was used for the stone veneer and parapet walls. As with most of the
NPS rustic architecture the Western Division Branch of Plans and Design executed the design of the rustic elements.
Thomas C. Vint served as Chief Architect on the project.
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Erwin N. Thompson', Hount Rainier National Park, Washington: Historic Resource Study (Denver, CO. : NPS, 1981) pp . 211-.
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